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Chinese Mark
New Year
Choiwing Kong ’15
Staff Writer

Augie’s has become the Thursday night go-to for MC students

Augie’s Boasts
Growing Popularity
Alex Kasper ’14
Staff Writer
When Augie’s opened in 2011, neither Merrimack staff nor students could likely have
anticipated the immense popularity the pub
in the Sakowich Center would earn.
After all, the Claddagh Pub in Lawrence
was the place to be on Thursdays for Merrimack students, which even obliged the pub to
open a second floor to accommodate more people.
Fast-forward two years and Claddagh
Thursdays are a thing of the past. Merrimack
students are flocking to a new destination,
one more geographically desirable: Augie’s.
There are several aspects of this on-campus
pub that make it ideal for students to run to.
First of all, the prices offered at Augie’s are
more accommodating for students. Beer and
wine can be purchased for a small fee of $1 to
$4. An added bonus? Popcorn and additional
snacks are provided for the students free of
charge.

But the most attractive feature of this pub
may be its proximity to student dorms and
houses. Since Augie’s does not require students to travel by car, it makes for a safer
Thursday night.
With its growing success comes one
dilemma: Augie’s allows only 80 students in
the pub at one time. With the limited capacity, students who show up after 11 p.m. cannot easily get into the pub.
That predicament has raised questions for
students: Can Merrimack expand the pub,
and could Augie’s be moved to a larger location on campus?
Thursdays aren’t the only night to be at
Augie’s, of course. It’s open Friday and Saturday as well, until 1 a.m. And ther are special events: for example, last Friday night
there was 21+ Speed Dating; on Tuesday,
Feb. 11, Augie’s planned to host a “Stuff your
Own Bear” night for students.
For more events, students can check the
Merrimack website, What’s Up, and the Daily
Digest.

sPorts

Men’s hoops
looking for
consistency
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Chinese New Year (or also known as the Spring Festival) was celebrated Jan. 30. The New Year is one of the
most important and biggest traditional Chinese festivals.
At Merrimack, the growing number of Chinese students
marked the holiday by having dinner and playing games
together.
The traditional point of the festival is that everyone
should gather together to celebrate, be thankful for what
they have received in the previous year, and look forward
to the coming year.
This is the year of Horse in the Chinese calendar. There
is a roster of 12 animals to represent each year: Rat, Ox,
Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Goat, Monkey, Rooster, Dog and Pig.
The date of the Chinese New Year will not be the same
day as it was last year; it changes at the turn of the traditional Chinese Lunar Calendar, which differs from the
solar calendar used in Western countries. Most of the
time, Chinese New Year falls somewhere around the end
of January to the middle of February.
The Chinese hold their most important dinner of the
year, called Nian Ye Fan, on the New Year night, for
which families gather together — similar to Christmas
dinner for Americans. Normally, there will be more than
10 dishes on the table for the dinner. People like to eat fish
on that night because in Chinese, fish is pronounced the
same as the word “more,” which means people hope to
gain more than last year, in health or wealth.
People who have married give children or elder people
“Pocket Money.” Pocket Money is cash in a red pocket envelope; there is no
requirement for
how much money
they should give.
Pocket Money is
what children anticipate the most.
On receiving this
gift, they are expected to offer
good wishes to
the givers, such
as “Happy New
Year” or “Wish
you a good year.”
Moreover,
in
some traditional
families, children
are expected to
bow to their
grandparents to
say the blessing
words, displaying
their respect to
Pocket Money
elders.
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Police Log
Feb. 2, 12:39 a.m.
RA reports a person who instigated a fight is outside in Lot 1 and looks irritated. Officers respond.
Student returns to residence
Feb. 2, 12:51 a.m.
Sergeant is standing by outside of E tower at RA
request to disperse an unregistered party in B-Tower
Feb. 1, 11:35 a.m.
Apartment RAs call for officer for alcohol assessment outside H-Tower. Officer responds, Request Andover Fire Department for 20-year-old male,

Word Search

conscious, alert but highly intoxicated. Unregistered
guest taken to Lawrence General Hospital.
Feb. 1 11:50 p.m.
RA reports a two-person fight outside E/F with a
female hit and on the ground. Female student had
lost consciousness but was able to speak with officer.
She sustained a chipped tooth, bloody nose and laceration to her forehead
Jan. 22 7:40 p.m.
Report taken after several students reported a
possible case of animal cruelty

Mack Tweets
Jen Boyd @BOYD_MeetsWorld
Walk out if my apartment to @John_Pellerin hanging from a tree in a short fuzzy
vest. Then he fell and did snow angels.
#snowday
It's EJ @Emec22
That snow day has got it feeling like Saco
Sunday right now.. Hellll of a last couple days
Olivia Coakley @olivia_coakley
Walking up the stairs to third floor was
way more of a struggle than it should have
been.
Mar @Hey_MARcarena
Every time I watch Miracle I cry tears of joy
$amwaitforitnovicki @sammyfootball
Regardless if who the teams are in the
Super Bowl I'm still rooting for Tom Brady
Lauren Rae @LRaeBeach
One of these days I'll be on time for class...
Maybe next year

@dewingurt
Am I the only one that thinks its funny
that Augies is named after St. Augustine
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James Sardella ’15
Staff Writer
As students may have noticed, there have been some
significant changes to campus
dining. One notable change is
the Global Cuisine Station that
has replaced the Wok World
station in Sparky’s Place. The

Global Cuisine Station offers a
rotating menu that alternates
between Greek, Italian, Mexican, and Asian cuisines on a
four-week cycle. This is to address the student desire for variety in the dining hall.
If you’re gluten-free or have
a food allergy, then odds are
you’re familiar with the My-

Zone station in Sparky’s. Students who utilize this station
mentioned that added variety
to MyZone would make it a
more desirable feature. Since
this request, Sparky’s has
added Amy’s Frozen Meals to
the choices.
Another significant change
is the addition of a smoothie
bar in the Warrior’s Den. The
driving force behind a smoothie
bar was the popularity of
smoothies offered during special events in Sparky’s.
Recommendations were also
made from students who filled
out the dining hall surveys.
With this kind of feedback,
Warrior Whirled was developed and its popularity has
skyrocketed since its opening.
The station offers a specialty
every day and its hours of operation run from lunch until
dinner.
Sodexo is also hosting a few

events during the month of
February. The first event is a
Valentine’s dinner for one, two,
or a group of friends held in the
Merrimack Club on Feb. 12.
Students can sign up on Main
Street or stop by the dining office to make reservations for
this dinner at the cost of one
meal swipe and $8.
The next event, in Sparky’s
on Feb. 19, is Create Your
Plate. This is a photo contest,
allowing students to create a
salad containing various fruits
and vegetables. The student
who uploads a picture of the
most creative plate to Pinterest
will win a prize
The last event, Commit To
Be Fit, will be held in the MPR
on Feb. 27 from 2:30 to 4:30
p.m. The event is designed to
be a “mini Olympics” with
prizes for those who win and
free healthy snacks for all who
participate.

Media Center: What Lies
Beneath McQuade Library
Karamarie Joyce ’15
Editor in Chief
You may have read the first edition
of The Beacon last semester which featured Kevin Salemme as the most interesting man on campus. In the story,
Salemme was referred to as “Merrimack’s own Indiana Jones” the nickname given to him based on all the
wild experiences he’s gotten himself
into over the years.
When he’s not traveling the world or
flying in an airplane above Merrimack
trying to get the perfect shot of the
whole campus, he spends most of his
time in the Media Center. Having
worked in the center since the fall of
1984, Salemme has been running and
operating the Media Center for 28
years.
Over that extensive period of time,
he’s watched the Media Center change
and expand from the primary uses of
film to digital devices, with new software developed to edit both photographs and video on your desktop
computer.
“The Media Center’s purpose is to
take care of the visual needs of the campus, and that includes both production
and visual learning,” Salemme said.
The Center is located in the basement of the McQuade Library and
houses many important pieces of equipment that are avaible to be used by both
students and faculty.
As you enter the Center you will be
greeted by student workers, whose job
is to check out items such as camcorders, projectors, audio recorders, as

well as an array of other devices to the
Merrimack community. Students and
faculty are able to make this transaction by providing the workers with
their Mack cards. The Mack Card of the
borrower and the barcode on the device
lent out are then scanned into the computer database system which keeps
track of what is being checked out, and
who is currently responsible for it.
Walking past the front desk and further into the Media Center you will see
a room containing eight stationary Mac
computers, which can be used by students to complete video projects with
editing software such as Final Cut Pro
and IMovie, or create posters and edit
photographs with Photo Shop.
The last section of the Media Center
is dedicated to photo and video production. This area contains studio cameras, backdrops, a green screen, flat
screen TV’s, a studio control room,
fans, and studio lights of various
shades, shapes and sizes.
TV production classes held in this
room teach students about the equipment, how to operate it, and collaborate to form Merrimack’s own MCTV.
This area is also used for professional head shots to be taken for faculty, Merrimack clubs and student
organizations. It is suggested that students make an appointment with
Salemme to get a professional portrait
taken for their Linked-in profiles.
To make an appointment with
Salemma to schedule a photo, or to seek
help on a class project using editing
software, send him an email at: salemmek@merrimack.edu.

TV to Return?
Brendan Doherty ’15
Staff Writer
With a proposal for a radio station to be
added to the Media Center, Merrimack
could be advancing facets of mass communication and production like never before.
Still, with all this technology and equipment at our fingertips, there has been little
effort by the student body to take advantage of these utilities. This lack of involvement may be due to the lack of a student
organization around electronic mass
media, coupled with the lack of awareness
students may have about the Media Center
and its capabilities.
There have been rumors that the defunct
Merrimack TV may make a comeback,
though no club has been announced or represented at the two involvement fairs this
year. Interest seems to be there, though,
when students are asked in class about the
two mediums.
So students interested in being part of a
new Merrimack TV should be on the lookout in the coming months. If you want to be
involved right away in organizing a club to
get this effort started, you can contact this
writer at dohertyb@merrimack.edu

school News

Dining Adds More Variety
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Verdict Is In:
Moot Court
on the Rise
at Merrimack
Mary Unis ’14
Staff Writer

Seniors Counting Down
Schuyler Watkins ’14
Associate Editor in Chief
Attention seniors: The countdown has
begun.
Seniors have now marked 100 days until
they put on their caps and gowns and receive
those diplomas. But before it’s time for the undergraduate experience to end, seniors will
have an array of events to celebrate their last
few days at Merrimack, including 100 days
until graduation.
Friday, Feb. 7 was the 100-day mark until
graduation. To celebrate this milestone, the
student council hosted the “100 Days Until

Gradation” event, bringing seniors together for
one of the final events they will attend as a
class.
In the MPR, seniors were encouraged to
find their inner gambler while attending a Las
Vegas themed party adorned with blackjack tables, roulette, and “Casino War.” Prizes were
given to table winners.
Along with the casino games, students captured the night’s memories in the photo booth,
danced the night away to a live DJ, and were
blown away by the roving magician.
The night began at 9 p.m. with a cash bar
and hors d'oeuvres available for students. Tickets were $15.

Students Form 3 New Clubs
Lauren Foster ’15
Staff Writer
This semester the Office of
Student Involvement (OSI) has
expanded the variety of student
organizations as a way to reach
out and get even more students
involved on campus.
Adding new student organizations is nothing new to OSI.
“It is always important,” emphasized Allie Pukala, the director of OSI. “We always want
to be meeting students needs
and make sure we're staying
current and up with the trends
and that means having as many
opportunities as possible.”
Athletes In Action, The
Criminology Club, and The
Gaming Club are the newest
additions to campus and have
already made an impact.
Athletes In Action, also
known as Cru, is led by President, Jordan Heywood. “The
purpose is just to give students
an opportunity to grow in their
relationship with God and hang
out with students who want to
do the same,” said Heywood.
“Whether you’re an athlete or
not, it’s open to anyone. We also
facilitate Bible studies that
meet on a weekly basis,” he
said.
AIA/Cru meets Tuesday and
Thursday night at 9 in the
Third Floor Lounge in the Campus Center.
“I Agree With Jordan” is the

next event on Tuesday, February 11, at 7 p.m. in The Den.
“We are a Christian organization. That is what we are
teaching, but anyone is welcome,” said Heywood.
According to Pukala, SGA
has set some parameters for the
group to make sure it is all-inclusive. “Blending athletics with
faith is important on a campus
such as Merrimack. As long as
that group is open to everyone,
I'm excited to see them grow,”
she said.
The Criminology Club is another addition. Asked about the
motive for starting the organization, President Mike Taddei
said, “Just to help all the Criminology majors either get an internship or look for jobs and get
them excited about the field
with the fun stuff to do.”
The organization usually
meets once a month, although a
regular time has not been set for
this semester. According to Taddei, it is open to anyone, not just
Criminology minors or majors.
“We’re here to help and get people excited about the field.
Everyone’s welcomed,” he said.
Pukala has noticed the immediate success of the organization, which already has 40
members. “When the Criminology Department started to
grow, they combined with The
Student Association of Sociology
and have since grown and now
have their own intentions. I'm

happy that they did so well they
are willing to branch off,” she
said.
The Gaming Club has also
begun this semester. “We're a
place where people gather together and play games and talk
about games including the subtext,” said Hunter Ribsom Gardiner,
president
of
the
organization.
“We do all types of games. We
split into smaller groups because we can’t have 10 people
playing one game,” he said.
The Gaming Club meets Fridays from 3 to 6 p.m. in Mendel
Room 210 and has about 30
members.
Expect more student organizations to be added in the near
future, according to Pukala.
“Our goal is to continuously
reach students needs and make
sure that we provide opportunities for our diverse students
population,” she said. As our
college continues to grow I hope
we see an increase in student
organizations starting.”
Those looking to start a new
organization can get in touch
with OSI or John Ferraro, the
SGA vice president. From there,
Ferraro will help with getting
prospective members, drafting a
constitution, and preparing a
presentation to SGA.
So how hard is it to start a
new student organization?
According to Ferraro, “It’s a
lot easier than you think.”

“Huh? What’s Moot Court?” said much the
Merrimack population when asked if they had
ever heard of it.
Moot Court is a simulation of a courtroom
scenario. Each college is split up into two
teams; the individual duos are presented with
a legal dispute and “clients” they are to represent. The oral arguments they prepare are presented at the first regional competition, held
every November at Fitchburg State University.
Actual judges and attorneys from surrounding towns hear the cases and keep score during
the competitions.
Merrimack senior Kevin Robinson has had an
eventful, resume-building year thanks to Moot
Court. Kevin is a Mass Communication and Political Science double major who recently became a member of the Moot Court organization.
Professor Robert Chwaliszewski, who founded
the organization at Merrimack seven years ago,
recruited Robinson last year.
This year was a particularly successful year
for Merrimack’s Moot Court organization. The
team of Robinson and Nick Santosuosso placed
sixth out of 64 teams at regionals in Fitchburg.
Robinson was awarded the “Top Orator” trophy
and received praise from attorneys and judges
alike.
Merrimack’s Patrick Gillespie and Bobby
Disorbo also earned their keep by coming in
13th place, with the opportunity to advance.
These titles earned the duos a ticket to Nationals, held in Arizona at the beginning of January 2014. Their trip was funded by Merrimack
and coached by Chwaliszewski.
So, why Moot Court? “It seriously helps develop skills you’ll need for law school and elsewhere in your professional career,” said
Robinson.
The skills acquired from this organization
have put Robinson and his teammates ahead of
the game. They have had the opportunity to
meet various judges and local attorneys that
have come from some of the best law schools
and firms in the area.
Moot Court has no specific major requirements to join. All new members are welcome
and encouraged by the students and professor.
You can register for Moot Court as a two-credit
course or join it as an extracurricular.
Each student who participates has the opportunity to expand his or her professional network while also traveling to new places around
the country. The students’ rigorous efforts to
prepare for each case are intended to teach
work ethic and success.
Moot Court has presented students with a rewarding experience that helps to build resumes
while also learning from an elite array of professionals. Said Robinson, “I learned discipline
and dedication in a competitive setting, which
was crucial in preparing me for life after graduation.”

Got Pics?
Send them to
MCBeaconPics@gmail.com
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Expansion Seen
for MBTA Hours
Evan Mercier ’14
Staff Writer
“Let’s keep a majority of the bars, clubs and restaurants open till 2 a.m., but close Boston’s main source
of public transportation early!”
– Probably what the leadership of Massachusetts
said at one point in time.
For much of the Boston-area public, there has always been the question of what the Massachusetts
Bay Transport Authority (MBTA) has been thinking,
closing the subway and bus systems so early.
Boston is one of the major cities in the Northeast
known for nightlife, yet the state-run MBTA halts the
city’s public transit system at 1 a.m., while bars,
restaurants, etc. stay open until 2 a.m. This not only
poses the problem of crowds gathering, but also creates a higher risk for intoxicated people getting behind the wheel.
Finally Boston may rejoice: Starting this April, the
city’s most public and popular transportation routes
will be open till 3 a.m. on Saturdays and Sundays. The
prices will remain the same prices, $2 for subway and
$1.50 for bus.
The impetus came from the younger crowd, such as
college students, as well as blue-collar restaurant
workers who work late shifts.
This late night service will include the Silver Line,
the bus service that provides transit to and from
Logan Airport; the extension of hours will be helpful
for those utilizing Logan for redeye flights.
Greg Selkoe, founder of an online fashion retailer
“Karmaloop” and a leader of Boston’s innovation community, pledged to raise money for late night service.
“It’s not a 9-5 world anymore and Boston need to reflect that,” he said.

Minor Issues at New Res Hall
Matthew Kent ’15
Staff Writer
Arguably the nicest Residence Halls on this
campus seem to be facing some issues only about
five months after their construction.
Returning to campus for spring semester,
many students seemed to notice some problems
with the buildings that arose over break. Some of
the doors in Houses 4 and 5 would stay propped
open and not lock. The metal draft guards along
the bottom of some of the doors were brushing
against the concrete causing the guard to partly
fall off not allowing the door to fully close and
lock.
These issues persisted for the first week of
classes but were recently taken care of and have
since been a non-issue.
Some residents of House 4, Room 406, said,
however, that these were not the only issues they
noticed after returning to school. In one of the upstairs bedrooms, about a quarter-inch gap appeared between the ceiling and the wall, one that
was not present at the end of the first semester.
Aiden Kelly, a resident of the room, said it was the

first thing he noticed when walking into his room
this semester.
Another issue in this particular room was present on the stairs, where a similar gap appeared
along the side where the edge of the stairs met the
wall. These related issues seem to be a result of
the new building setting over time.
Other than the minor structural issues facing
the new buildings, students overall seemed to be
pleased with the buildings. With a prime location
in the heart of campus and a unique design there
is not much to be disappointed about, residents
said.
The only major issue brought up regards the
name of the buildings. “New buildings” and “new
residence halls” are the most common terms that
have been floating around campus, but the buildings have not yet been given an official name.
“Warrior Village” had been discussed, though
some faculty, in a letter to the Beacon expressed
concerns because the name evokes violence; they
argued that the name “Warrior” should only have
a presence on Merrimack’s athletic fields.
The bland “New Res” seems to be the predominant shorthand for the time being.
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MerriMaCk’s Most iNterestiNG PersoN

Bev Lavallee

Colleen Quinlan ’15
Staff Writer
In this issue of Merrimack’s
Most Interesting Person, we take
a look at our campus mom Beverley Lavallee. Bev was born in
Chelsea, Mass., but was raised in
Everett, Mass., where she went
off to Suffolk University. There
she studied accounting as an undergrad and got her master’s in
financial at Suffolk as well.
Before Merrimack, Bev worked
for a small Catholic school in
Peabody, Mass., where she
worked for the development department to teach Pre-K.
Bev came to Merrimack in
2007 and since her time here, she
has nothing but love for the
school. “I really enjoy being
around the student environment
and seeing their faces” Bev says.
On campus Bev is referred to as
the “Campus Mom” but her role
is an administrator assistant for
the vice president of Mission and
Student Fair. “Personally I like
being known as the campus mom,
but do not tell Father Ray,” Bev
laughs.
We all have our favorite places
on campus, whether it’s the library, our dorm room or in the
Sakowich Center, Bev explained
where her favorite spots are on
campus. “When I first started, I

would take little breaks and I
would sit by Mendel Pond and
watch the gold fish. I love sitting
on Main Street and watching stu-

peaceful especially during the
springtime.
When it comes to having a favorite event on campus, Bev en-

Bev Lavallee
Photo by Lance Hill
dents walk by as well.” Bev also joys anything and everything
stated that she enjoys sitting on that has to deal with the stuthe benches next to the St. Au- dent’s body.
gustine statue because for her it’s
When it comes down to it, she

Registering Parties:
The Rules at MC
After the Oct. 9 article “Registered Parties on Campus,”
the Office of Residence Life wanted to provide updated information to students about registered events.
In order to host a registered event, you must reside in the
Apartments, New Hall, O’Brien or the Townhouses. At least
half of your space must be 21 or over, at least half must be
in good conduct standing, meaning not on Residence Hall
Probation or higher, and all residents must attend a Registered Event Planning Course. In addition to this half of the
residents must agree to be present during the event.
Registered Event Planning courses are hosted through
the Office of Residence Life. Area Coordinator Jessica
Looney and Resident Director Beth Solomon teach the
classes. Classes contain information on expectations from
the Office of Residence Life, the Merrimack College Police
Department and how to host a successful registered event.
You should expect the class to last no more than 45 minutes.
The list of spring semester classes can be found at the
bottom of this article. If you cannot make it to a scheduled
class, please contact either Jessica (looneyj@merrimack.edu) or Beth (solomonb@merrimack.edu) to set up a
time for an individualized session.
One alternative to the “typical” Registered Event is the
Mini-Registered Event. The total number of attendees is
fewer than allowed at a Registered Event. The residents of
the room submit a guest list with no more than 20 names
of those students who they have agreed may be present
during their event.
Once you have attended the Registered Event Planning
course you simply submit a completed contract to the Office of Residence Life by noon on the Friday of the weekend you are looking to host your event. After you submit
your contract you will receive confirmation of your event
by 5 p.m. Friday.
In addition to this, the RAs on duty are available be a
support network throughout your Registered Event. If you
still are unsure if the Registered Event is the right option
for you, or you have questions, please contact Jessica or
Beth.

enjoys Orientation and Move-inDay.
“The enthusiasm from the current students and the new students, it’s incredible to see how
much everyone get in to it. It’s
such a fun thing to be apart of,
Allison Gill and the rest of the
staff have always done a fantastic job” Bev says.
So what advice does Bev have
for the new students and current
students on campus? “Everything
you do on campus you will enjoy,
but putting yourself out there is
the first step. Join a club or a
group and get out of your confront zone, by going to the sporting events, the dances and
anything else the college has to
offer and you will see how many
new people you will meet” Bev
says. She also stresses that it is
okay to have a blast and act like
a goof on campus and to realize
that college is not all play and
not all study but a mixer of both.
Bev is the campus mom here
at Merrimack, many students
have built a relationship with
her. She is always around to help
students when needed, and is not
one to be shy. Next time you see
Bev on campus do not be afraid to
talk to her, even if it’s your first
time meeting introduced yourself
and remember you have a “mom”
on campus.
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Pure Emotion: Lone Survivor
Tianfan Chen ’16
Staff Writer
Movies about war are one of the
important categories in the film industry. Stories based and reorganized on a true case are always more
attractive and the story of the movie
Lone Survivor is based on the darkest operation in the Navy Seal history and it is defiantly a shock.
Operation “Red Wing” to recon
and locate a high value target in
Taliban, after that the follow up
teams will strike. The helicopter
dropped four of the most picked and
well-trained SEALs to the hinterland of one of the base of Taliban to
do their recon job. The operation
went well until they have the communication problem. Then they ran
into three shepherds that might
blow their location and the whole
mission. They let the shepherded
walk free and attacked by huge
amount of Taliban militants. They
fought bravely but they are outnumbered and three of them heroically sacrificed. A local villager
saved the only survivor Marcus of

the team and he wrote a Memoir
about the operation and helped
shooting the film.
The story line of the movie is so
real, pure emotions are all over it.
In the base they train together,
they care about each other. They
trust each other and try to protect
their brothers at all cost in the battleground. All these pure emotions
and brotherhood are distributing
glories of humanity. When they
found the three shepherds and the
discussion after it is one the shining part of the movie. Marcus insisted to let them go because it is
the right thing to do even though
this might compromise their position and fail the whole mission and
more importantly they might die
from it. Axe, my favorite character
in the movie, one of the members of
the recon team refused to let the
shepherds go. It is not because that
he is that kind of merciless guy, he
was worried about his brothers he
said:” I don’t care about them, I
only care about you.” This is the
purest emotion of brotherhood. If

they let them walk free today, his
brothers might not be able to be
back home today.
Four men are surrounded by two
hundred people, the result are
pretty obvious. It was truly a miracle that Marcus can survive. That is
because his brothers’ great effort.
Mike give out his last two mags and
make the satellite phone with bullets flying through his body. Axe
didn’t say much, quietly fighting
and covering his brothers. Shoot out
every single bullet even when he is
unconscious. When rescue team arrived with those two helicopters and
every one of us were thinking they
are defiantly going to save at least
Axe and Marcus, don’t forget it is
base on the real story and the reality is brutal. Sixteen men including
8 SEALs are dead without fighting.
They fly in to rescue them without
the cover of the Apache. One of the
SEALs put a gun in the pilot’s head
force him the land them when the
pilot gave up the landing. It is all because there are his brothers down
there needs help.

It is a very successful movie
from filming prospective too. Especially the shoots when they are
fighting in the woods. Weakening
the soundtrack in the 45 minutes
gunfights, leave us the sounds of
breathing, gunshots, the heartbeats, the pace… Also the shaking
camera makes it really intense to
watch.
At the beginning of the movie
there are raw videos of SEALs
training indicating they are all Special Forces and been through the
most brutal and strict training.
This makes their sacrifice more
solemn and stirring and the America show the respect for those soldiers
who
bravely
sacrifice
themselves. At the end of the movie
there are real photos of the soldiers
who sacrificed in “Red Wing” operations. When the shot freeze on the
last photo: Marcus and his
Afghanistan saver smiling together. This is the best shot of the
movie, wars are ruthless and
bloody but friendship and warm are
what we really going to memorize.

February
Films
By Bridget Gilroy ’14
Staff Writer
With the height of winter approaching and some of the lowest temperatures of the year,
Hollywood has given us plenty of
reasons to warm up at the
movies this February.
If you’re feeling like an animated movie, “The Lego Movie”
assembles in theaters on February 7. This movie was directed
by Phil Lord and Christopher
Miller, the guys who brought you
“21 Jump Street” and “Cloudy
with a Chance of Meatballs”.
This is the story of an ordinary
Lego mini-figure named Emmett
who is drafted into a fellowship
of strangers to save the world
from an evil tyrant when he was
mistakenly identified as the key
to saving the world.
This movie has a star-studded
cast, one of which includes Merrimack alumnus Charlie Day
(Class of 1998). Other stars include Will Arnett, Elizabeth
Banks, Will Ferell, Morgan Freeman, Liam Neeson, Jonah Hill,
Shaquille O’Neal, Nick Offerman, Chris Pratt and Channing
Tatum.
Feb. 7, Richelle Mead’s worldwide bestselling series “Vampire
Academy” hits theaters. This
movie, brought to you from the
director of “Mean Girls” tells the
legend of two seventeen year old
girls who attend a boarding
school for Moroi which are mortal, peaceful vampires and
Dhampirs which are half-vampire, half-human guardians.
Find out how they deal with the
dangers of the Moroi society on

top of the stress that high school
brings.
Not into vampires or Legos?
Maybe George Clooney’s “The
Monuments Men” will spark
your interest. Based on a true
story, this movie stars Clooney,
Boston born Matt Damon, Bill
Murray, Jean Dujardin, Cate
Blanchett and John Goodman. It
tells the tale of the World War II
platoon whose mission was to
find and save art masterpieces
that were taken by the Nazis.
“The Monuments Men” hits theaters Feb. 7.
If you are feeling lovey-dovey,
“Endless Love” starring Alex
Pettyfer and Gabriella Wilde
comes out on Valentine’s Day.
“Endless Love” is about a couple
of star-crossed lovers, a privileged girl and a charming boy
who are being torn apart by
their parents. It’s like “The
Notebook” meets “Romeo and
Juliet”.
February goes out with an action packed thriller starring
Liam Neeson on the 28 called
“Non-Stop”. Neeson is an air
marshal on a transatlantic flight
when he is notified that the passengers are in grave peril unless
the government complies with
the demands of an unknown passenger. Will Neeson figure out
who is sending out these
threats? Or will he be framed in
the process?
There are many new movies
for whatever you’re feeling, from
an animated comedy to an edge
of your seat thriller, February is
a month to hit the theaters.
Grab some popcorn and a seat,
and enjoy the show!

Things to Do in
Andover
Ashley Yenick ’14
Copy Editor
Now that winter is in full swing,
students are looking to do activities
off-campus. The only problem is
where do you go in the middle of winter? We found 3 great places that you
can go to that are close to campus!
Showcase Cinemas
6 Chickering Rd, Lawrence, MA
(800) 315-4000
Right down the street from Merrimack stands Showcase Cinemas.
Who doesn’t love going to the movies?
With fun and exciting movies out like
That Awkward Moment, Ride Along,
and Frozen, you can see a movie on
$6 dollar Tuesdays! Going to the
movies is perfect for a rainy day or
boring weekday night!
Roger’s Center of the Arts
Merrimack
Our next idea is right on campus!
At the Roger’s Center of the Arts,
right now they have Peter Pan as the

play of the month. Acting Out! Theatre Company is performing this Friday, February 7th at 7 pm, Saturday
February 8th at 1:30 pm & 7pm, and
Sunday, February 9th at 3 pm. General Admission is $15 in advance and
$18 at the door. You can check out
more at: http://northandover.wickedlocal.com/article/20140130/NEWS/14
0139630/11436/NEWS
Tripoli’s Pizza & Bakery
Tripoli Bakery North Andover
542 Turnpike Street
North Andover, MA 01845
978-682-0003
Looking for homemade pizza and
desserts? Make the short trek to the
Starbucks shopping center on the
other side of Merrimack to get homemade fresh pizza. While you’re at
Tripoli’s, make sure you pick up
Tripoli’s homemade canoli’s!
You can get to all of these places
around campus in less than 20 minutes! So grab your friends and go to
these awesome places now!
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What is Super Bowl Exemplifies
a Credit Sports’ Dominance in U.S.
Score?
Roger McCormack
Featured Columnist

The essence of a credit
score is to identify the potential risk of lending money to
consumers based on their
credit report. Credit reputation provides a record of past
borrowing and repayment,
including information about
bankruptcy or any late payments. The Fair Isaac Corporation, better known as FICO
is one of the most popular
credit scores throughout the
United States. A FICO score
encapsulates five important
components from a credit report:
payment
history,
amounts owed, length of
credit history, new credit,
and type of credit used.
Each of the categories carries a different weight of importance depending on their
history. A FICO credit score
ranges from 300 to 850 where
650 is the typical threshold
for good credit with the ability to pay off debt. A lower
credit score allows banks to
lend money at higher interest rates to mitigate risk of
default. So, it is in the best
interest for individuals to obtain the highest credit score
possible so they get lower interest rates.
The subprime mortgage
crisis in 2008 was partially
caused by the allowance for
less stringent credit requirements. This allowed for individuals to obtain credit,
loans, or a mortgage regardless of their credit score. So,
a family with the inability to
make payments on their outstanding credit card debt was
still able to finance their
costs with more debt.
Eventually, when families
across the United States
were no longer able to make
their payments, they began
to file for bankruptcy. Therefore, banks and lenders
lacked the ability to provide
new financing and in such
caused a systematic credit
freeze.
As prudent students, it is
important to be cognizant of
any outstanding liabilities
and make payments on time.
A late payment reduces one’s
credit score, which restricts
future borrowing. So in conclusion, a credit score acts as
a proxy for one’s credit worthiness and it is in the best
interest of students to begin
building their credit scores
now for future endeavors.

The Super Bowl is unquestionably America’s
civic religious holiday, combining the least favorable aspects of American culture (consumerism and celebrity worship) with vulgar
materialism. It should be noted that “culture” is
used here in the loosest sense, and that reasons
for not watching far outweigh participation in
the yearly apogee of a
bread and circuses
regime, an event that
uncannily mirrors Merrimack’s reigning cultural climate.
Take the extravagance of the variRogeR ThaT ous parties associated
Roger McCormack with the game. The
‘floating Bud Light hotel’
plays host to the prestigious rap group Run
DMC, and punk-rock outfit Fall Out Boy. Meanwhile, ESPN will host such stellar acts as the
American-Canadian crooner Robin Thicke,
whose pro-rape ‘Blurred Lines’ is all the vogue
(Snooki will also be in attendance). Bruno Mars,
graced with the privilege of playing at half time,
in a bona fide orgy of fawning, had this to say:
“I haven't been able to take it in. Not yet.
Come Sunday, I will”. and "NFL is such a prestigious stage...that they give the new guy a shot,
and I'm so grateful for that."
Leaving aside the varieties of Super Bowl experience, citing empirical evidence of the game’s
discontents enables a perspective slightly differing from the one preached by a vapid
celebrity. ABC news reports on a Canadian
study, attesting that:
“After studying traffic accidents on the last 27
Super Bowl Sundays, they found that, yes, accidents were higher after the game, compared
both with regular Sundays and with the time
periods before and during the game. This
amounted to 1,300 more car crashes, 600 more
injuries and seven more deaths nationwide in
the hours after a Super Bowl ended.”
The cause, shockingly enough, was alcohol
and fatigue. Here a perceptive reader will note
that mass drunkenness is distinct from the
game itself, and should in no way detract from
a willing consumer to participate in the ceremony. However, there are other objections, principally philosophic ones, to the game. Societal
emphasis easily creates a system, such as the
NCAA, in which students are exploited by
coaches so schools may accrue exorbitant profit.
ELLEN J. STAUROWSKY of the Atlantic
writes, “conditions of the athletic scholarship
and transfer rules, prohibitions against agents,
limits on due process, failure to deliver on the
promise to educate, the unobstructed selling of
athlete images, and the like are tools of exploitation that benefit college sport leaders while
oppressing those who perform on the
field.”Moreover, scientific evidence shows that
mental illnesses are increasingly correspondent
to football’s violent nature. The New Scientist
reports that “Brain autopsies on retired National Football League (NFL) players have previously shown levels of damage that are higher
than those in the general population. Now, this
damage has been correlated with performance
in tasks related to reasoning, problem solving
and planning and highlights the worrying impact of repeated head trauma.” Likewise this report by the Scientific American: “According to
the research, published in the journal Medicine
and Science in Sports and Exercise, National
Football League (NFL) players surveyed who
had sustained three or more concussions were

opinion

Vince Bellino ’15
Financial Editor
Rico Altema ’15
Staff Writer

three times as likely to develop clinical depression as players who had not suffered concussions.” Displayed in Junior Seau’s suicide, this
evidence continues to become more and more
substantive.
Most interesting is the connection between
intense devotion to sport, not to say obsession,
and lack of individuality. Merrimack College
provides a bevy of examples, as it exudes athlete worship in its campus life.
A visit to the school’s website, below pic of the
day and information for students, offers updates
on significant events happening on campus. The
first two display a prospectus on how the men
and women’s basketball teams are performing.
Emails provide unremitting updates on athletic
events. I defy anyone to find comparable emails
with information on academic events at the college. While sport has many good points, such as
team solidarity, an unjustified prominence has
a devaluing effect on other aspects of life. As a
source of ethics, sports doubtlessly play a large
and necessary role.
But, the phenomenon does sometimes seem
inescapable, as the televisions in Sparky’s Place
are habitually tuned to Sportscenter. Even during periods of intense political importance in the
United States, such as the 2012 presidential
election, SportsCenter remained the program of
the day. (Though politics may present a worse
alternative, and in that case please ignore the
channel changing advice).
Notwithstanding Merrimack’s banality and
lack of diversity, sport has other degrading aspects, perfectly encapsulated in Edward Gibbon’s study of Roman civilization, and the
reasons he gave for the empire’s decline. Author
of Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, he offers something for both liberals and conservatives in the modern American Republic:
“The five marks of the Roman decaying culture. Concern with displaying affluence instead
of building wealth. Obsession with sex and perversions of sex. Art becomes freakish and sensationalistic instead of creative and original.
Widening disparity between very rich and very
poor. Increased demand to live off the state.”
Gibbon’s insights provide a perfect primer for
the new Superbowl viewer, or newcomer to
sport. (As do his insights into the Catholic
Church: “it was much less dangerous for the
Disciples of Christ to neglect the observance of
the moral duties, than to despise the censures
and authority of their bishops.”)
The wealth surrounding the NFL is ostentatious, and with a sizable homeless population in
the United States, not to mention the many
Americans who cannot afford health care,
morally dubious. Multimillion dollar contracts
and a heightened scrutiny on athletes further
worsen societal emphasis on civility, education,
and civic duty. Focus on the common good is
neglected, while sport contributes to a spirit of
barbarism. The Seahawks cornerback Richard
Sherman articulated this mentality perfectly in
his post NFC championship game rant:
“I’m the best corner in the game. When you
try me with a sorry receiver like Crabtree, that’s
the result you gonna get. Don’t you ever talk
about me. [...] Don’t you open your mouth about
the best or I’m gonna shut it for you real quick.”
Gibbon’s take on the Germanic tribes: “They delight in sloth, they detest tranquility,” really
does spring eternal.
By valorizing violence and brute strength,
lauding the military industrial complex in ads
for Northrop Grumman and other Cheneyesque outfits, and contributing to a sense of jingoism and unrestrained consumerism, the
Super Bowl and the cult of sport in the United
States impoverishes the soul.
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Athletes Laud
Volpe Upgrade
Elizabeth Fitzgerald ‘15
Staff Writer
New strength and conditioning facilities leaves athletes and
coaches pleased with college updates.
Ground broke on the Volpe Center Expansion project during the
summer of 2012, and construction was finally under way that fall.
The expansion included a new strength and conditioning room,
campus bookstore, and additional hockey rink and Dunkin Donuts.
This expansion and renovation was something that was crucial to
the Merrimack College D1 and D2 athletes’ training.
This year long project was worked on up until the last possible
minute. “It was definitely worth the wait.” Says head strength and
conditioning coach, Michael Kamal. “We were literally putting on the
finishing touches the night before the football team moved in for camp.
The doors to the new facility were opened in August of 2013. This
was just in time for the MC football team to start off their preseason on a good note.
Junior wide receiver Zach Ingalls explains that the football team
is looking forward to taking advantage of the weight room this offseason, especially working towards the fall. “It is exciting being in
the new weight room for the first time; we have a fresh start in
training for the season, we want to win a championship.”
With the success of their fall season, and the enthusiasm with
the new weight room, it seems like only good things will be happening for the Warriors in their future.
Not only are the football players pleased with the new improvements and their performance thus far, but also the women’s basketball team is eager and ready to dominate their season. Junior
captain and starting point guard, Chloe Rothman explains that her
team is energized and more efficient than ever. “It is so organized,
and easy to get in and out. We are now motivated and moving faster
in there. In the other room we had to wait around to use the equipment. Now, no one is stopping our speed or slowing us down. We
are really productive in there.” Their effort working their strength
and conditioning is now translating onto the court. “ We all feel fit
and healthy for the most part”, Rothman explains. “Coach Kamal
has given us sport specific workouts, which give us a big advantage.
He has done a great job working will all of the teams.”
As the fall has been one of the most successful seasons in recent
years at Merrimack, it is safe to say that the overall enthusiasm
towards the new athletic facilities can be considered a big contributor.

Students Maintain Outdoor Ice Rink
Sean Talbot ’15
Staff Writer
This past summer Merrimack did a lot of work around campus. One
major thing they built was the new dormitories. These dorms came in the
place of the old outdoor basketball court which stood there before. Merrimack decided to put a new basketball court between Monican, Gati, and
the Town Houses.
Over the summer the ground was leveled, and the new addition of a full
court with two hoops was added for the entertainment of the student body.
In the winter they decided to throw a tarp down and fill it with water.
Eventually this pile of water froze, and now any student is allowed to skate
on the rink. The upkeep of this rink is very time consuming especially for
the Merrimack Physical Plant that is buy doing other thing around campus.
That’s where Juniors Andrew Tympanick and John Ferraro come in.
They saw that the recent storms were ruining the conditions of the ice.
They met with Physical Plant to get the necessities to take care of the rink.
At night they shovel the rink off and spray it down with water.
Tympanick reasons for spaying the rink down at night was, “First you
have to clean it off to get rid of all the snow. Then you fill the whole rink
with a small layer of water, so it can fill in any cracks that have been made
before. It is key to water it after a bad storm or cold weather otherwise it
would just really bumpy”.
These two students make it possible for everyone to enjoy the out rink.
They have also created a twitter for the rink to keep people updated.
The twitter is @Mack_Mini_Rink and it will update you on when he is
clearing the rink off and watering it down.

The outdoor rink, near Monican.
Photo by Lance Hill
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Warrior sPotliGht

By Mike Perdie ’14
Beacon Staff
Gelvis Solano (New York, N.Y.) is a
sophomore guard for the Merrimack
Men’s Basketball team. Solano has
started in all 20 of Warrior’s games
this season averaging 21.6 points per
game.
Solano has scored 30 or more points
in 5 contests this season. He is shooting 40.5% from the field and 31.6%
from behind the arch. So far this season he has racked up 431 points, making him the leading scorer for the
Warriors through the first 20 games.
As a freshman, Solano was second
on the team in scoring after averaging
13.8 points per game. He also was
ranked second in the conference for
steals (50). Solano scored over 20
points on 7 different occasions and was
named to the All-Conference Northeast-10 All Rookie Team.

Gelvis Solano ’16

Kobe Bryant.

Q: What is your most memorable
experience from your basketball career?
A: My most memorable experience
in my basketball career was going to

Q: Where do you see yourself in 5
years?
A: In five years I see myself playing
professional basketball. If not in the
NBA then somewhere overseas.

Q: Why do you wear number 4?
A: In high school I always wore the
number 4. It was one of the few numbers that was available and I felt comfortable with it. I've stayed with it
since then.
Q: LeBron James or Michael Jordan?
A: Michael Jordan over LeBron
James.
Q: What other colleges were recruiting you? What made you choose
Merrimack?
A: Other schools that were recruiting me were Marist, Saint Peters,
Saint Francis, Hofstra, Adelphi University, LIU Post, Pace University,
Molloy College, Saint Thomas
Aquinas, Potsdam, Husson, John Jay
College, Brooklyn College, Medger
Evers College, Queens College, and
Queensborough.

Q: If you could pick four NBA players (current or retired) to play on your
team for a pickup game who would you
choose?
A: Four players that I would love to
have on my team would be Michael
Jordan, Kobe Bryant, Shaquille
O’Neal and Bill Russell.
Q: Who is your favorite team in the
NBA?
A: Favorite team in the NBA is the
L.A. Lakers
Q: Who is your favorite athlete of all
time?
A: Favorite athlete of all time is

Q: If you could change places with
any celebrity for a day who would it
be? Why?
A: If I could change places with any
celebrity it would probably be Kobe
Bryant. He's extremely rich and he's
known everywhere. I think It'd be
pretty cool to get recognized everywhere you go.

the final four in high school. It was the
first time the school had ever went to
the final four. Everyone doubted us,
said we were overrated and we weren't
going to go anywhere. We lost to the
eventual champs by 7.

Q: What is your favorite type of basketball shoes?
A: My favorite type of basketball
shoes to play in are the 2012 Nike Hyperdunks.

I chose Merrimack because it felt
like a second home when I came on my
visit. I also knew that I would have the
opportunity to play right away and the
conference (Northeast-10) in which
Merrimack plays in is one of the top
conferences in the country.

Sports Corner
By Patrick Bradley ’14
Sports Editor
While other sports get all the flashing lights and headlines, Merrimack
track and field is quietly making quite
a name for themselves. The Lady
Warrior tracksters are breaking
school records left and right, and are
specifically being carried by two big
impact freshmen.
Freshman Carly Muscaro broke a
school record and qualified for both the
New England and NCAA Championships with her 57.39 time in the
400m dash. Her time is fifteenth best
in the entire country and also rank her
as the fastest freshman in the country
in her race. Olivia Downey also qualified for NCAAs by setting a school
record in the highjump at 1.62m.
“We have made a conscious effort
to not only recruit talented athletes,
but also athletes who are very determined and committed to put in the
hard work necessary to achieve our
team and personal goals,” said coach
Matt Pimentel. “By doing so, it has
created a competitive atmosphere at
practice where everyone pushes each
other. The upperclassman have really
stepped up this year to lead such a
young team.”
Coach Perry Lands NFL Job
Former Merrimack football head
coach John Perry was hired by the

NFL’s Houston Texans as the tight
ends coach under new head coach Bill
O’Brien this week. Perry previously
coached the Warriors for five seasons
before leaving in 2012 to become
quarterbacks coach at Division I
Delaware.
The announcement came this week
along with all the other coaching hires to
round out O’Brien’s staff. O’Brien previously served as head coach at Penn State
University and as offensive coordinator
for the New England Patriots. O’Brien,
Perry, Philadelphia Eagles head coach
Chip Kelly and current Merrimack
coach Dan Curran all spent time together on staff or as players at The University of New Hampshire.
Swimmers Make History
The Warrior’s swim team wrapped
up it’s first year of varsity competition
this weekend, competing in its first
ever Northeast-10 Conference Championships. Merrimack sent three girls
to the competition: Sophomore Erin
Lyndon (mid-distance freestyle and
butterfly), Freshman Kathryn O’Connor (50 & 100 meter freestyle) and
classmate Jennifer Belanger (various
freestyle events), who earlier this season won the first ever individual event
in program history.
For more details and results, visit
our website at www.merrimacknewspaper.com
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Women’s
Hoops:
Mature
Chris Mason ’14
Staff Writer
The Merrimack women’s basketball
team doesn’t list a single senior on their
roster, however their youth doesn’t lend
itself to inexperience thanks to starting
guard Chloe Rothman.
When asked about being one of the
youngest teams in the Northeast-10
Conference, Rothman rejected the notion.
“I can see how this team can look
young to outsiders,” she pointed out,
“but the way I look at it, we are 12 mature players.”
The entire team is held to “the same
[high] standards,” Rothman added,
“and we all act that way on and off the
court.”
Rothman is a calming presence
when she runs the offense for the Lady
Warriors, and has built up quite the resume despite being only halfway
through her third season. The junior
from Newton, MA has taken the floor in
every game Merrimack has played
since she stepped on the court freshman
year. Sophomore year, one of her
crossovers was so impressive that it was
featured on ESPN’s SportsCenter’s Top
10 plays segment.
This season Rothman has been superb, leading the team with 14.4 points
per game in 32.2 minutes per contest,
and she’s knocked down 95 three-point
field goals. Her true excellence lies in
her ability to facilitate the ball though,
as she is currently fourth in the entire
conference with 91 assists.
However, the junior standout managed to remain humble despite her own
achievements. When asked about her
individual highlights of the season, she
replied, “Personally, I'm not sure. I don’t
really look at success like that. I look at
wins and losses, and that’s a team thing.
I just know it’s a blessing to be able to
wake up and play what I love day in and
day out. It’s a highlight just to have the
chance to create highlights everyday.”
Rothman had plenty of highlights in
Merrimack’s 74-69 upset of Southwest
division-leading Adelphi last week. She
led all scorers with 24 points, 17 of
which came in the second-half. She also
finished with 8 assists, which was twice
as many as the next closest player, and
contributed a strong defensive performance in the victory.
Through 14 Northeast-10 games this
season, the Lady Warriors sit fifth in the
Northeast division at (6-8), but are
poised to make a run as they only trail
third-place Assumption by two games.
They’re currently 10-9 overall, but refuse to be content with a winning record
alone.
“Our goal is for sure to make another
run like we did last postseason, but this
time close the tournament out the way
it should be closed out. We want the
championship so bad, and anything can
happen at this time in the year.”
Whether or not a championship is in
the cards remains to be seen, but with a
selfless leader like Rothman at the
helm, it’s easy to believe that anything
is possible.

Photo by Lance Hill

Warrior Icemen Busy
point in the prestigious event. The
Warriors then hit the road and split
a weekend series at No. 11 ClarkIt’s been a busy time for the Mer- son, giving the team its first victory
rimack Hockey team since return- against a ranked opponent all seaing to campus after New Year’s, son. On Martin Luther King Jr. Day
having games as soon as they re- weekend, Merrimack won the home
turned to camend of a weekend
pus and already
series with NaThe only real chance the tional Runnerplaying 10 in
Warriors have would
January.
The
Up and No. 5
Warriors have
come through winning ranked Quinnipalready played
iac University.
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10 games since
The win against
tournament in March, the Bobcats was
the break, sufferbut a long road lies
ing through a difa huge stateahead before then.
ficult
3-5-1
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stretch to open
Warriors, who
the second half.
dropped 6 goals on the top ranked
Despite the difficulties, the War- defense (1.78 goals allowed per
riors have actually shown improve- game at the time) in the country. Inment when compared to their first terestingly enough, the Warriors
half performance. Merrimack en- are a perfect 7-0-0 this season when
dured an abysmal 4-10-2 start, but scoring 3 or more goals.
has already won three games in the
With a 7-15-3 record this season,
month of January. In addition, the Merrimack’s hopes of a playoff
Warriors earned points in four berth are virtually extinct. The only
straight weekends for the first time real chance the Warriors have
all season before that streak was would come through winning the
snapped with a home-and-home Hockey East tournament in March,
sweep at the hands of Merrimack but a long road lies ahead before
Valley rival UMass Lowell. That then. With seven games (all Hockey
streak started at Frozen Fenway, East conference matchups) left in
where Mike Collins hit a late goal the regular season, Merrimack sits
before Providence College tied the dead last in the conference standscore quickly to give the Warriors a ings, though they trail Notre Dame
By Justin Ruano ’15
Staff Writer

and Massachusetts by just 3 points
for an opening round home playoff
series. Those 3 points won’t be easy
to come by, as Merrimack hits the
road for its next three games
against No. 2 Boston College and
No. 21 Maine before finishing the
season at home with weekend series
against No. 19 Vermont and No. 20
New Hampshire.
For the Warriors to get there, a
total team effort will be required.
That said, a few key players need to
continue their steady play through
the end of the season. Seniors Mike
Collins (team-leading 5 goals and 8
points in the second half) and Brendan Ellis (team-leading 5 assists) in
particular need to shine. Collins, a
preseason All-Hockey East selection, has carried the Warrior offense
the past two seasons and has recently clicked well with sophomore
Brian Christie centering the top offensive line. Brendan Ellis, arguably one of Merrimack’s best
defenders, has added a spark with
his smart passing. A tough defensive game in particular cost Merrimack a game at home against
Lowell (-2 overall plus an additional
turnover that led to a shootout
goal), but Ellis’ steady hands have
helped shore up an improved Warrior defense that will have its hands
full in the coming weeks.
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By Matt Galvao ’17
Staff Writer
The Merrimack men’s basketball team
started off the season with an impressive 40 record, including a couple of wins against
conference rivals. Since this terrific start,
the team has only managed to record four
victories in the last two months dropping
their overall record to 8-12 and 6-9 in conference (Northeast-10) play.
The team has had trouble playing con-

sistently throughout the season and finishing games has also been an issue. Coach
Bert Hammel feels that coaching and play
on both sides of the ball have ultimately led
to the team’s poor performance on the court.
“Coaching could be one. We’ve been very
inconsistent as a team. Defensively we don’t
seem to focus in on every possession. In this
league if you give teams a break they’re
going to score,” Hammel explained.
The Warriors have a total of nine underclassmen on their roster and Hammel feels

that some of the inconsistency could come
from the lack of experience and maturity.
“It’s tough when you’re dealing with
sophomores. Kevin [Regan] is our only senior and has taken the team on his shoulders.
We’re young and he’s surrounded by babies,” said Hammel.
Regan admitted that being the only senior is somewhat difficult at times knowing
the team is very young.
“It’s tough sometimes,” he said. “Yeah
they are young, you can talk to some guys
and they take it well and others you kind of
have to pull them aside and say ‘it’s not
about me.’ It’s about the team.
“We have to come together and get some
w’s at the end of the season.”
Regan noted that getting the defensive
inconsistencies out of their game will have
to come through practice first and then be
brought into game situations.
“We’ve talked about it a few times as a
team. We’ve been focusing on just concentrating on what goes on in practice and just
covert it into the game. You’ve got to practice how you play,” Regan said.
Now that the calendar has flipped to February, every game carries increased meaning. With a 6-9 conference record it will be
important for Merrimack to try and take as
many wins as possible in the last month of
play to try and secure a playoff spot.
“It’s very important,” Hammel explained.
“What you don’t want to do is come down to
that last week and hope somebody beats
somebody else so that we can get in. We
have to mentally focus in on what we can
control. We control our own destiny.”
Entering February the Warriors have
seven games remaining, all of which are
NE-10 opponents. It will be a pivotal month
for the Warriors as they try and aim for a
playoff spot in the NE-10 conference tournament.
Hammel Approaching Milestone
Sitting on 494 career victories*, coach
Bert Hammel is approaching a milestone
plateau. Take a closer look at some of the
numbers behind Hammel’s coaching career.

By The Numbers
34 –Number of years Hammel has coached at
Merrimack College.
.519 –Hammel’s career winning percentage.
15 –494 victories ranks Hammel 15th all-time for
Division II basketball coaches.
6 –Hammel’s teams have made the NCAA tournament six times, most recently in 2010.
956 –Number of games Hammel has coached in overall.
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